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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this work was to detarmine the policy of the
founder of Saudi Arabia, King Ibn Saud, toward the establishment
of a Jewish entity in Palestine - the "Palestine problem." H. St.
John Philby was a British author, explorer and convert to Islam
who had a very close association with Ibn Saud. Studying Philby's
relationship with Ibn Saud and his attempts to get the King to
negotiate with the Zionists provides a clear understanding of the
original Saudi involvement in the Palestine problem.

The approach taken in this study was to first establish the
historical context of St. John Philby (1885-1960) and Ibn Saud
(1880-1953) and then focus on this involvement with the Palestine
problem between 1936-1945, The Palestine study starts with the Arab
revolt of 1936, It then traces the development of Philby's solution
to the problem, its acceptance and advocacy by Zionists to the
British and American governments, and ends with Ibn Saud's discussion
on Palestine with President F. D. Roosevelt in 1945.

Philby's plan to solve the Palestine problem did not reach
fruition because the differences between the Arabs and the Jews were
irreconcilable, and it appears that neither the British or the Americans
really understood the Arab viewpoint. King Ibn Saud was consistently
opposed to the establishment of any Jewish State and until 1945 he

believed that the Great Powers would not violate the Arab trust.
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INTROBUCTION

Saudi Arabia is the focal point of the Moslem world because it
is both the birthplace of Islam and the site of the two Holy Cities
of Mecca and Medina. As the repository of vast quantities of oil,
it is also a focal point for the oil consuming nations of the world.
Currently Saudi Arabia is attempting to assert a leading role in
negotiating the major issue within the Middle East by presenting a
comprehensive Arab peace plan for the Arab-Israeli conflict. The
significance of this departure from past policies can be appreciated
more with an understanding of the relationship between the founder

of Saudi Arabia, King Ibn Saud, and the "Palestine problem" which

preceded the current conflict.

St. John Philby (1885-1960) was the British author and explorer
of Saudi Arabia who had a very close association with Ibn Saud
(1880-1953). Studying Philby's relationship with Ibn Saud and his
attempts to get the King to negotiate with the Zionists provides a
clear understanding of the original Saudi involvement in the Palestine
problem.

This study begins with a biographical sketch of the interrelated
1ives of St. John Philby and Ibn Saud, thereby establishing the
historical context for an assessment of their relationship with the
Palestine problem. In the second chapter, Philby's efforts to devise
a solution will be presented as they relate to the complex interaction
between the Arabs, the Zionists, the British and the Americans during
the period 1936-1939. The third chapter will trace Philby‘'s “plan”

from 1940 to 1945 as he and Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the

]
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World Zionist Organization, advocated its acceptance by the British

and American Governments and by Ibn Saud. The conclusion will

address the contributing factors which precluded the acceptance of

Philby's plan.




The majors sources used in this study are:

1) Philby's papers from St. Anthony's, Oxford; his book on

Ibn Saud, Arabian Jubilee (1953) and Elizabeth Monroe's

biography, Philby of Arabia (1973).

2) Ibn Saud's public statements in interviews conducted by
Philby and an editor from Life magazine.

3) Letters and messages between Ibn Saud and President F. D.
Roosevelt that were published by the United States State
Department in the Foreign Relations of the United States
series (herein refered to as F.R.U.S. with the appropriate
years and volume added).

4) Dr. Chaim Weizmann's autobiography, Trial and Error (1949),

and a Tetter obtained from the Zionist Archives in Jerusalem.
5) Official British reports, letters, messages and attached
minutes prepared by the foreign Of%ice (F.0.); the Colonial
Office (C.0.); and Ministers and Officers in the Middle East
and India. These documents were obtained from the British
Public Record Office (P.R.0.) and Command Paper (Cmd).

Some of the most significant documents have been reproduced and

are included in the appendicies.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE INTERRELATED LIVES OF ST. JOHN PHILBY AND IBN SAUD

This chapter will present biographical sketches of the English-
man St. John Philby and his Arab hero Ibn Saud. The purpose is to
provide sufficient information to enable the reader to develop an
appreciation of the two characters and their relative importance in

the history of the Middle East.

Philby's Pre-Arabian Days (1885-1917)

Harry St. John Bridges Philby was born on April 3, 1885, in
Ceylon. His father Henry M. Philby was trying to be a tea planter.
His mother, May, was trying to endure Henry; but after bearing four
children and innumerable heartaches, she left Ceylon to raise her
children in England.

St. John Philby demonstrated a keen intellect as a young student
and won a scholarship to Westminster. A scholarship was the only way
he could have obtained a higher education owing to the financial
problems of his mother. At the age of 13, St. John Philby became a
Queen's scholar and did exceptionally well. He was elected Captain
of his class during his senior year in 1903. In accordance with the
school's tradition, his successor wrote a review of Philby's
tenure in which Philby was accredited with raising the moral
standards of conduct, order and general discipline but was criticized
as being autocratic -- and not knowing how to conceal his iron hand
in a velvet g]ove.‘ Tact would never be one of his strong points.

Philby studied modern lanquages at Trinity College, Cambridge,

from 1904 to 1907. He took his vacations in Eurcpe to practice his
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French and German. He was accepted for the Indian Civil Service and
spent an additional year at Cambridge in officer training and learning
Persian and Urdu.2

In December 1908, St. John Philby arrived in India. While
enroute to his first Civil Service post in Lahore a train accident
nearly terminated his career. His diligence and ability to work
with the people impressed his superiors. The pay for a junior civil
service officer was only £30 a month, but Philby's cost of living
in the Punjab was very little. He paid £1 for rent and £4 for food
and was then able to send the majority of his pay to his mother.
He found that developing proficiency in lanquages earned him bonuses
and therefore he spent a good deal of effort picking up dialects of
Urdu and Baluch.3

While on a leave to Rawalpindi, he met a beautiful young lady,
Dora Johnson, the daughter of an officer of the Indian Public Works
Department. Philby's superiors counseled him; stating that the
general policy was that junior officers should not be married until
they had at least four years in service. His mother was apprehensive
about a Toss of her allowance and thus opposed his marriage. Dis-
regarding the opposition, Philby married Dora on September 20, 1910.4
During the next year his mother was not able to manage financially
and Philby had her move to India. Kim Philby was born on New Year's
Day, 1912.

As World War I developed, Philby resented being in a distant
outpost. His brother, Paddy, was killed in 1914, two days after

entering the trenches in France. Philby tried every means possible

to get where the action was, but to no avail. In February 1915, he




went to Calcutta to take an honors examination in Urdu. Upon

. passing the exam, he received a promotion to become the head of the

Language Board. With the position came a doubling of his pay. ile
had to move to Calcutta, but Dora would not join him. She could not
take the environment there and stayed in Rawalpindi.5 He did not
have to endure Calcutta Tong. British advances in Mesopotamia against
the Turks were such that Sir Percy Cox, the political officer in
charge of occupied territory, was short of linguists and administrators,
Cox cabled to India for more linguists. St. John Philby was trans-
ferred to Mesopotamia.

In November 1915, Philby sailed for Basra. When he arrived Sir
Percy Cox gave him a tough mission. He was to study the finances
of the occupied territory and draw up a regular system of civil
accounts. Sin;e this was his best line of work he was deh‘ghted.6
The Turkish administrators had taken all of their records with them
and the Indian civil servants who had preceeded Philby had tried to
impose the Indian system on the Arabs. Philby studied the situation
in detail and then devised a system appropriate for local conditions.
He also set up a tax and banking system using promissary notes which
greatly reduced the burdensome problem of gold flow with England.
Sir Percy Cox was greatly impressed but Philby's peers were dis-
gruntled. He was hard to work with and would be high-handed in order
to achieve his ends.7

By 1917 Philby was made a district officer in Amarra. DOora
joined him for two months but then returned to India when Philby

was transferred to Baghdad to be Sir Percy's secretary. While acting

as secretary to Sir Percy, Philby tended to impose his thinking on




the functioning of various district offices. Arnold Wilson was the
District Officer in Basra and in Ociober he complained to Sir Percy
about Philby's interference in his operations. As fate would have
it, at this time Sir Percy needed to send a liaison officer to Ibn
Saud. The British wanted Ibn Saud to stop the smuggling of

supplies to the Turks 1in Syria that were passing through the
Shammar region from Kuwait.8 Philby wanted to be the liaison officer
to Ibn Saud and Wilson wanted to be Sir Percy's secretary.9 St.

John Philby was soon enroute to meet the man who would become his

hero.

The Emergence of the House of Saud

The Arab leader Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdul-Rahman ibn Faisal Al Sa'ud,
known as Ibn Saud, was the man who through the force of his character
and religious commitment established the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

In order. to understand how Ibn Saud acc0mpli§hed this, it is necessary
to review the history of the region in terms of the dominant forces.
These forces were the major tribes, the Ottomans, the British, and
Islam. One can not simply focus on Ibn Saud, but must view his
efforts in conjunction with the role of the Wahhabi form of Sunni
Islam. For that reason the first step is to review the advent of
Muhammed ibn Abd al Wahhab and his relationship with the House of
Saud.

Muhammed ibn Abd al Wahhab was born in Uyaynah in the Banu
Sinan tribe in 1703. His family was very religious; his father
was an expert in Islamic law and was a judge in Uyaynah. Wahhab
was a precocious child. He memorized the Koran by the age of ten.

His study of Islam took him to the theological centers in Medina,




Damascus, and Basra. Wahhab developed an interpretation of Islam
which was drawn from the strict Hanbali scholar Taki al Din Ahmed
ibn Taimiya.!0
The Sunni sect of Islam has four schools of thought in the
interpretation of the Koran and the Hadiths - the Hanbali, Shafii,
Maliki, and Hanafi in decending order of conservatism. The founder
of the Hanbali school was Ahmed ibn Muhammed ibn Hanbal (d. 855).]]
His was a strict view of the Koran as divine law and not in any way
a creation of this earth. He therefore limited the principle of
'Kiyas', or reasoning by analogy. Taimiya's interpretation was even
more severe in its literalness of interpretation. Wahhab based his
religious teachings on the strictest interpretation of the Koran and
the Hadiths.
The society in which Wahhab existed did not share his beliefs.
There were many variations in religious practice. Some Muslims
had reverted to pre-Islamic practices, combining them with Islam.
There was tree and stone worship and there were some mys‘cics.]2
Wahhab began to preach a return to the orthodox practices of
Muhammad®s day, and expecially condemned any form of worship that
detracted from the oneness of God. He was expelled from Basra for
his extreme teachings and he returned home to Uyaynah. The Bani
Khalid tribe, who were Shiites, did not appreciate his teachings eijther
and forced him to leave his village in 1744. He moved his family
to Dariyah (12 km northwest of Riyadh) which was ruled by Muhammed
ibn Saud.'3

Muhammed ibn Saud was Shaykh of a small emirate which his

family had established in the early 17th century. He welcomed
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Wahhab and they soon became allies. They conclucded a pac*t stating

that Muhammed ibn Saud would fight for and provagate Wahhabi doctrine

in a jihad (holy war), to purify and conguer Arabia. To cement this

relationship, Muhammed ibn Saud married Wahhab's «*)aughter‘.]4
shen Muhamred ibn Saud died in 1765 wmost cf the Najd followed

Wahhab's teaching. Abd al Aziz succooeded his father and continued

the jihad, taking Riyadh in 1773. The Bani ¥halid in »1 Hasa were

defeated by 1792. Wahhab died in 1792, but the force of his

teachings continued and the Wahhabi movement spread throughout Arabia.
In 1801 the Wahhabis raided Xarbala, a Shiite holy city

(approximately 100 km southwest of Baghdad), and sacked the tomb of

Hussein ibn Ali, the prophet’s grandson. On April 3, 1801 Mecca

was taken and the VWahhabis destroyed all symbols of idolatry and

anything else that violated the precepts of Islam as taught by

Wahhab. Shiites assassinated Abd al Aziz in November, 1803, in revenge

for the 1801 attack on Karba]a.]s

His son Saud succeeded him, and,
by April 1804 he took Medina. The expansion into the Hijaz (west
coast area) brought the Saudis into direct conflict with the
Ottomans. The Saudis had allowed Sharif Ghalib to continue
administering the Hijaz area, but the Pasha in Baghdad had suffered
a loss of prestige and income when they took the holy cities. The
Ottoman Sultan in Constantinople asked his viceroy in Egypt, Muhammed
Ali, to attack the Saudis and return the area to Ottoman control.
In 1811, Muhammed Ali's son Tusan led expeditions against the Saudi
and found them to be very able fighters. Mecca was recaptured by
January 1813. Muhammed Ali took personal control of the fighting

16

in 1813. Saud died in 1814 and his son, Abd Allah became his




caccessor.  Munanmed Al oreturned to cgypt in 1815 to address prelloms

concerning his governcrship. ihic son. Ibrahim, returned to press
the Saudis in 1816. Abd Allah retreatled to Dariya wiore ne was

captured, and the city was razed. In 18186 Muhanmed Ali sent Ebd
Allah to Constantinopice where he was huhvnded.]7 Thus the first
Saudl dynasty cane to an end,
After the destruction of Dariyah, Turki ibn Abd Allah, Abd
Allah's uncle, moved the Saudi clan to Riyadh. He organized troops
to oust the Egyptians and extended his control over all of the hkajd,
al Hasa, and south to the Buriami Qasis in Oman. A rival within the
family assissinated Turki in 1834. Turki's son, faisal, killed the
assassin and became the ru]er.18 Muhamined Al§, in an attempt to
expand his influence within the Ottoman Empire, decided to bring
Arabia into his sphere and brought forth a rival claimant to lead
the Saudi. Khalid ibn Saud, faisal's cousin had been in an Egyptian
prison since 1816. In 1838, Muhammed Ali made Khalid the Egyptian
vassal in Riyadh, while Faisal was made a prisoner in Caira. Muhammed
Ali's control extended over the Najd and al Hasa until 1840 when
the British rebuffed his expansion toward Yemen, forcing him to with-
draw from Arabia. Khalid continued in control until replaced by
Abdullah [I. Faisal escaped from Egypt in 1843, and resumed his
position as leader until his death in 1865.]9
The next twenty-four ycars were marked by a power struggle
between Faisal's two sons, Abdullah 111 and Saud. Abdullah 111
ruled from 1865 to 1871 and then from 1875 until his death in

1889. Saud ruled from 1871 until his death in 1875. Feuds within

the Saudi family allowed the Ottomans to repossess the Hejaz (in
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1884); Munanmed ibn Rashid, in Hail, took this opportunity to increase
his influence over the tribes in the northern province of Jatal
Shammar. Abd al Rahman succeeded his brother, Abdullah III in 1829
but was soon under pressure from Ibn Rashid. In 1891 Ibn Rashid
forced Abd al Rahman to Teave Riyadh with his family, and they
eventually found refuge in Kuwait.20 Abd al Aziz II, his son, was
then eleven years old.

Abdul-Aziz ibn Abdul-Rahman ibn Faisal Al Sa'ud (Ibn Saud)
spent his time in Kuwait learning the Koran, horsemanship, and
the ways of war. Mubarak, the ruler of Kuwait, was an enemy of Ibn
Rashid and thus was willing to support a Saudi move against him.
In 1901, Ibn Saud engaged the Rashidis in battle at Sarif but was
repulsed. However, in 1902, with a force of approximately 40 men,

21 Wis father

-he conducted a dawn raid into Riyadh and recaptured it.
abdicated the secular title of Amir (Chieftain) to his son, but
retained the title of Imam (after the death of wWahhab, the religious
leadership position was, through marriage ties, kept within the Saud
family lineage). Ibn Saud led his forces against the Rashidis and by
1906 re-established Saudi rule in the Najd. His expansion was held
in check when one of his brothers, Sa'd, was held hostage by Hussein,
a Hashemite who had been installed as Sharif of Mecca by the Ottomans
in 1908. (Sharif was the Ottoman title for the governor of Mecca,
who was a descendant of the Prophet Muhammed through his daughter

Fatima.) When his brother was released, Saudi forces quickly

eliminated the Turks in al-Hasa and established Saudi control of

the region by 1913.
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As Ibn Saud axpanded his territory ne needed additional forces
to maintain his control. He was an ardent believer of the Wahhabi
precepts and revived the movement by mobilizing the Ikhwan al
Muslimin (Muslim Brethren). Agricultural ocasis settlements (hijra)
were forued throughout the Najd with Ikhwan at each one. The purpcse
was to breakdown tribal allegiances, inculcate Wahhabism, and provide
ready reserves. By 1912 there were 11,000 Ikhwan al Muslimin.zz

During World Yar I Ibn Saud was a minor peripheral power in
the eyes of the British government. The British gave him very limited
aid to pursue his battles with Ibn Rashid. A treaty with Britain
was negotiated in December 1915 which recognized Ibn Saud as Amir

23 Ibn Saud in turn was to continue fighting

of the Najd and al Hasa.
the Rashidis, thereby blocking the smuggling of supplies to the
Turks through Kuwait. The British tried to convince Ibn Saud to
participate in a coordinated Arab revolt against the Ottomans, but
he would have had to be subordinate to Sharif Hussein, and that was

unthinkab1e.24

Also, Ibn Saud's forces were not adquately armed nor
were they provisioned for such an offensive. So in 1916 Hussein

‘and his British advisor, T.E. Lawrence, commenced their attacks on
the Ottomans in the Hejaz, while Ibn Saud tried to build up his
forces. In November 1917, Sir Percy Cox dispatched St. John Philby

to be a liaison officer to Ibn Saud.25

Philby and Ibn Saud (1917-1919)

Traveling by camel, St. John Philby arrived in Riyadh on

November 30, 1917; his mission was three-fold. The first priority

was to have Ibn Saud conduct a campaign against the Turks' ally Ibn




Rashid in Hail. Secondly, Philby was to convince Ibn Saud that he
should improve his relations with his eastern neighbors adjacent
to and in Kuwait. The intent was to improve the blockade of supplies
to Turkish forces via caravans from the Persian Gulf. Finally,
°hilby was to try to facilitate an easing of tension between Ibn
Saud and Sharif Hussein in the Hijaz.26
To accomplish the first task Ibn Saud listed his requirements.
He had the men but would need field guns; 10,000 rifles with
ammunitition; £20,000 (gold) for food and transport; and £50,000 per
month to pay 10,000 men. He expected the campaign to take three
months. Philby agreed to convey these requirements to Baghdad. Ibn
Saud also agreed to improve his ties with the tribes in the east.
However, he had doubts about the effectiveness of a blockade because
business with the Turks in the north was a lucrative proposition
for desert traders.
Philby found that his third task was the most difficult. Ibn
Saud and Sharif Hussein were antagonists. Also, Ibn Saud was irked
that his stipend was only £5,000 per month while Hussein received

£200,000 a month.%’

(Hussein and T.E. Lawrence were achievﬁng more
results by forcing the Turks to withdraw from the Hijaz, whereas
Ibn Saud was not contributing as much to the British effort).
Philby talked Ibn Saud into allowing him to travel across to Jidda
with the intention of returning via the same route with Dr. Ronald
Storrs, then Oriental Secretary to the High Commissioner in Egypt.
This exercise would prove that Ibn Saud controlled the vast desert

and could protect British officials (Hussein depicted Ibn Saud as

too weak to do this); and it would allow Ibn Saud direct contact
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with a high official to whom he could present his request for more
support. On December 9th, Philby proceeded on to Jidda, traversing

28 As he travelled

the 450 miles without incident in fifteen days.
he mapped the route and collected soil samples. This would be his
practice whenever he travelled in Arabia.

His arrival was not expected and Sharif Hussein was very
displeased. Hussein had been embarassed by Philby's trip, as it was
evidence of Ibn Saud's control of the desert. The local British
officer reported Philby's arrival to Cairo and Commander D.G. Hogarth
of the Arab Bureau was sent to help work out an agreement with
Hussein. On 6 January 1918, Hogarth met Philby and the two men
proceeded to talk with Sharif Hussein. When Philby spoke of Ibn
Saud, Hussein Tost his composure and proceeded to expound upon the
threat that the Wahhabi movement posed to his territory. Philby
failed to remain tactful and the two soon became irritated with one

29 Having failed to achieve his objective

another and had an argument.
in Jidda, Philby wanted to return to Riyadh the way he had come.
Hussein refused, and on 14 January Philby had to return with Hogarth
on a cruiser to Cairo. In Cairo Philby was the toast of the officer's
club and the intelligence section, where the stories of his trip
across Arabia were met with great interest. Hogarth, in an effort

to broaden Philby's perspective of the overall British effort, took
him to visit Allenby's headquarters in Jerusalem. Philby started
looking at the prospects of a better job for himself in Syria as

Allenby advanced, for he was not yet totally committed to Ibn Saud.

Philby returned to Riyadh via Bombay where he had a few days

with his wife. Once back in Riyadh, he continued to press Ibn Saud
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to attack Ibn Rashid in Hail and presented him with the necessary
£20,000. The number of rifles to be issued had been reduced to 1,000.
Ibn Saud did not want his people to believe that he was being
supervised by the British, so he told Philby to depart from Riyadh
while preparations for the attack were being made. This suited
Philby because he wanted to explore the regijon south of Riyadh. On
the 5th of May he started his mapping expedition, which would extend
to Suliyil and cover over 600 miles before his return on the 24th
of June.30
Philby continually recorded his observations on the region's
topography, demography, and people while at the same time gathering
samples of soil and fossils. A1l of his experiences in Arabia up

to this point are recorded in great detail in his two volume work,

The Heart of Arabia (1922). The books are fairly readable. They

are a combination of a travel-log, diary, and scientific notebook.
Professor Newton of the British Museum wrote in his report summary,
"We must congratulate Mr. Philby on his explorations, his palaeontolo-
‘gical specimens having materially increased our knowledge of the
geological structure of this hitherto unknown region of central

3 Philby does not consider himselif to be an historian in this

Arabia.”
work. He is simply offering a record of his travels and explorations
with the hope that it will be of use.

After returning from his southern exploration, Philby observed
Ibn Saud's final preparations for his attack on Hail and Ibn Rashid.
After what he felt were endless delays, the Army was finally assembled

and Ibn Saud began his campaign. As they progressed north, Philby

was required to wait near Anaiza, for Ibn Saud could not afford to

T, i
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Tose his liaison with the British. His first liaison officer, Captain
Shakespear, had been killed while accompanying him on a foray in

2

January, 1915.3 “The first attack on Hail in September, 1918, was

a failure if not a fiasco, but it represented Ibn Saud's crmmitment

33 Philby was disappointed at

to a policy of imperial expansion.”
the inconclusive results of the attack. 'while Philby had been waiting
near Anaiza, he was not idle. He roamed the Qasin province and

studied the people, their culture, and habitat, and developed
genealogical records of Hijaz rulers, one local family, and the

house of Saud. When the Army returned to Riyadh, Philby received
notice from Baghdad that his mission was terminated. He and Ibn

Saud were both very upset and could not understand why support was
being taken away when so much was yet to be done. Philby at that

time was not aware of Allenby's successful advance on Damascus which
meant that the British no longer needed Ibn Saud. Also,

Ibn Saud was an opponent of Britain's other ally, King Hussein.

The British had recognized Hussein as King of the Hijaz after he

turned against the Ottomans. On 4 October, Philby met with Ibn Saud
befaore his departure. Ibn Saud expressed his regard for Philby and
told him to convey to the British that he would continue his attack

on Ibn Rashid. If the British were willing to support him, fine.

If not, he would continue to do what he felt was needed for his people.
Ibn Saud had been promised a gift of 1,000 modern rifles, and Philby
was to try to get them shipped. Ibn Saud told Philby if he was

34

not successful he could not return. Philby went to Kuwait and

was able to convince his superiors of the need to release the rifles.

On 18 October, he boarded a steamer to return to Baghdad and then England.
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Ibn Saud proved true to his word to Philby. By December 1318
he began moving his forces against King Hussein's territory. In
May 1919 King Hussein told his son Abdullah to restore order in the
Hijaz. On the night of 25-26 May, Abdullah's force was literally
"caught sleeping" by the Ikhwan and was wiped out--except for
Abdullah who escaped in his night clothes. The memory of this event
was indelibly printed on Abdullah's mind. This threat to the
Hashimite authority worried the British and Philby was chosen to be
an arbitrator. T.E. Lawrence had been the first choice, but he was
on leave and not available. The British feared that Ibn Saud was
going to make the Pilgrimage to Mecca and then attack Hussein. Philby
went to Jidda, but when he arrived his mission was negated. Ibn
Saud had declared that he was returning to Riyadh; he would consolidate
his gains and prepare for future operations. Philby returned to
England to resume his long earned leave and his writing.

In October of 1919 Philby escorted Ibn Saud's son, Prince
Amir Faisal, during the latter's visit to England. Faisal's cousin,
Ahmed ibn Thunaian, had been commissioned by Ibn Saud to present his
desires to the British government. Ibn Saud wanted protection for
the Najd's independence and non-interference in its affairs, a British
commission to delineate boundaries; removal of t?e embargo on pilgrims;
the granting of a subsidy; and the appointment of Philby as the British

35

political agent in the Najd. The Foreign Office balked and instead

recommended negotiations with Hussein. Philby would not return to

Arabia just yet.
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Philby's 3acline in the British Civil Service and Ibn Saud's

Ascendenc: in_Arabia (1920-1925)

Philby cnjoyed a notoriety which put him in demand for speaking
engagements; but his reputation also hindered him. In May 1920 he
applied for a govermenz position in Palestine and was not accepted.
He had been recormended to Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the World
Zionist Organization, who passed his name to Herbert Samuel, the
new High Commissioner. Samuel asked Herbert Young for a second
opinion. Young who had served with Philby in Iraqg, stated that
although Philby was a glutton for work and clever, he was also

»36 Based

argumentative and "1iable to take a side and stick to it.
on this assessment, Samuel rejected Philby; however, events elsewhere
created a demand for his talents.

By July 1920 King Hussein's son Faisal had been ocusted from
Damascus by the French; Mustafa Kemal was fighting to establish his
independent Turkey; and rebellion was erupting in Irag. The British
were concerned about their hold on the region and the security of
their routes to India. Cox picked Philby to be a member of his
staff and they sailed from Eng]gnd at the end of Augqust to go te
Basra. Arnold Wilson had been left in charge in Iraq and his British
officials had directed affairs similar to the way they were conducted
in India. British officers made decisions while Arabs were "advisors."
Cox was determined to turn that relationship around. Philby worked to
identify appropriate Arab officials for the various offices.

Sayyid Talib was selected for the position of Minister of Interior.
Talib was a very ambitious native of Basra who had a reputation for

37

unscrupulous behavior. Cox had deported him in 1915, but now he



